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TAGS: TGEN, SENV, EAGR, AR 

SUB J : ARGENTINE HAIL SUPPRESSION EXPERIMENT 
REF: STATE 213838 

1. EMBASSY WELCOMES DECISION BY USC WORKING GORUP TO PROVIDE 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT FOR ARGENTINE HAIL SUPPRESSION RESEARCH. 

WE HAVE PASSED THIS ALONG IN LOW KEY WAY AS SUGGESTED REFTEL, 

1. E. ORALLY TO CNIE PRESIDENT SAVIGLIANO, WHO WAS ALSO 
PLEASED AT DECISION. 

2. AS DEPT AWARE, EMBASSY HAS OFFERED IVP GRANT TO ARGENTINE 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN ITURRIOZ, WHO WILL PROBABLY TRAVEL TO U.S. 
NEXT JUNE AS SUGGESTED BY NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE (STATE 226961). 

3. FYI FROM DATA FOR LAST AUSTRAL SUMMER (OCT. 74- APR. 75), 

CNIE ESTIMATES 135,000 OUT OF TOTAL OF 342,000 CULTIVATED 
HECTARES IN MENDOZA PROVINCE WERE DAMAGED BY HAIL. THE 
"WEIGHTED DAMAGE" WAS ESTIMATED AS 13.3PERCENT. IN THE 
EXPERIMENTAL ZONE IN NORTH OF PROVINCE, 66,000 HECTARES 
WERE DAMAGED, OF WHICH 39,000 WERE IN THE ZONE DESIGNATED FOR 
FUTURE DEFENSE IN HAIL SUPPRESSION PROGRAM. ACCORDING TO AN 
ESTIMATE BY THE AGRICULTURAL INSURANCE OFFICE, THE ECONOMIC 
VALUE OF DAMAGE CAUSED BY HAIL WAS US$100 MILLION. 
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4. ACTION REQUESTED - EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE INFORMATION 
ON ANY SURPLUS EQUIPMENT WHICH MIGHT BE OF USE TO ARGENTINE 
PROGRAM. 

HIT,!. 
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